                                            DIRECT  AND REPORTED SPEECH I
1  Direct speech is used to state the exact words  someone says.The words are put between inverted commas.

“I ‘ve bought a new bike”, he said.

2 We use reported speech to report what someone said,making any necessary changes.

He said (that) he had bought a new bike.

OR: He told me (that) he had bought a new bike.

Say and tell are both used in reported speech.Tell is always followed by an object( me, him, them, etc.).

She told me/ them / him that she would be there at nine.[NOT:She told to me…..]

Say  is usually followed by that +clause.

He said (that) he was running in the Olympics.
Changes

1  Simple Tenses
Direct  speech                                                  Reported speech
speak                                                                 spoke

spoke                                                                 had spoken

have spoken                                                     had spoken

will  speak                                                         would speak

will have spoken                                              would have spoken

Progressive Tenses
Direct speech                                                    Reported  speech
Am/is/are speaking                                          was/ were speaking

was / were  speaking                                       had  been/ was / were speaking

have/ has been speaking                                had  been  speaking

will  be speaking                                               would  be speaking

NOTE :  The past  perfect and the past perfect progressive do not change in reported speech. The past progressive  can  remain the same  or change to the past perfect progressive.
2  Modal  verbs
Direct  Speech                                                   Reported  Speech

Can                                                                       could

May                                                                      might

Must                                                                     must/ had to [for obligation]

BUT: must                                                            must {for  logical assumption}

Needn’t                                                                 needn’t / didn’t need / have to

NOTE: could,  might, should, ought to and mustn’t do not change in reported speech.

3      Direct   Speech                                            Reported  Speech

         now                                                                then

        this week                                                        that week

        today/ tonight                                               that day/ night

       yesterday                                                         the previous day, the day before

       tomorrow                                                       the next/ following day, the day after

       next week                                                       the next /following week,the week after
      last week                                                          the previous week, the week before

    a  week  ago                                                      a  week before

      here                                                                   there

      this                                                                      that/ the

      these                                                                    those/ the

Practice

Rewrite the sentences in reported speech.

1  “You mustn’t drive so fast”, Julie said to Pete.

___________________________________________

2  “We had a great time at the party yesterday”, said the children.

__________________________________________________________

3 “You have been using the wrong pen”, Mr  Green said to me.
_______________________________________________________ 

4  “I  feel  very tired  today”, Colin said.

________________________________________________ 

5  “I  may call you tomorrow”, Tina said to Patrick.

__________________________________________________ 

6 “We’ re working hard this month”, she said.

________________________________________________ 

7  “I must go “, he said.

_________________________________ 

8 “You needn’t worry about it”, the doctor said to him.

__________________________________________ 

2  Rewrite each sentence as direct speech.

1 Graham told Ian he would see him the following day.

_______________________________________________ 

2 Pauline told the children their swimming things were not there.

__________________________________________________  

3  David told me my letter had arrived  the day before.

________________________________________________  

4 Shirley told Larry she would see him that evening.

__________________________________________________ 

5 Bill told Stephen he hadn’t been at home that morning.
_________________________________________________ 

6 Margaret told John to phone her on the following day.

__________________________________________________ 

7  Tim told Ron he was leaving that afternoon.

__________________________________________ 

8 Christine told Michael she had lost her keys the night before.

_________________________________________________ 

3 TRANSFORMATIONS

1 “I’m the prettiest girl in the class”, said Nora

   said

Nora________________________  the prettiest girl in the class.

2 “You can use my credit card”, Luke said to me.

Me

Luke________________________ use his credit card.

3 “We have already bought the tickets”, she said to him.

they

She told him that _______________________ the  tickets.

4   “He will meet me tomorrow”, she said to me.

told

She ____________________________ meet her the following day.

5  “Martin wasn’t holding the box”, I said.

that

I said _________________________ holding the box.

-

