                                                  THE  GERUND
We  form the gerund by adding –ing to the verb.The gerund is used:

1 as a subject or object.

Swimming and surfing are my favourite summer activities.

I don’t like jogging.

2 after certain verbs like avoid, deny, dislike, enjoy, finish, imagine, mind, miss, risk, suggest.

Do you mind taking me with you?

We avoid shopping on Saturdays.

3 after certain phrases: it’s no use, it’s no good, it’s (not) worth, feel like, there’s no point (in), have difficulty (in), can’t stand, can’t help.
It’s no use going now.

Do you feel like going for a walk?

4 after prepositions.

I’m tired of getting up early every morning.

She is interested in buying a house.

5 after these verbs/phrases where to is a preposition: look forward to, object to, be accustomed to, be/get used to.

My father is accustomed to having coffee every morning,

I object to doing all the work by myself.

We soon got used to using the underground.

BUT:I used to work in a clothes shop.

6 after the verb go to talk about activities.

We  often go swimming/fishing/camping,etc. in the summer.

[NOT:….go for swimming….]

NOTE: When the sentence has two subjects,we can say:

I  don’t mind [Mark/Mark’s/his/him] staying with us.
                          EXERCISES

1)Circle the correct form.

1 She isn’t used to __________ so hard.

a work           b working

2  Ann suggested ____________ Mark to the party

a  invite           b inviting

3 Before__________ the room, turn off the lights.

 a  leaving        b  to leave

4 They used to _________  in the flat next to us.

a  live                 b     living

5     It’s not worth__________ about it.

 a  to cry             b crying

6  I’m sorry,but I really don’t feel like__________ out tonight.

a  going            b  to go

TRANSFORMATIONS

Complete the second sentence using the word given so that it has a similar meaning to the first.Use between two and five words,including the word given.

1 It’s not worth trying to persuade her.

point

There’s_________________________ to persuade her.

2 Shall we play a game of chess?

about

What ________________________  a game of chess?

3 Push the button to turn the machine on.

by

Turn the machine on________________________ the button.

4 I can’t wait to go on that trip.

looking

I am________________________________ on that trip.

5  I often go out in the rain.

used

I am ___________________________ out in the rain.

THE GERUND OR INFINITIVE?

1 The following verbs can take either a gerund or an infinitive with to without a change in meaning: like, love, prefer, hate, begin,start, continue,can’t bear.

We like visiting/to visit our grandmother.

It started snowing/to snow.

They continued working /to work.

BUT: I would {like/love/prefer/hate} +infinitive with to(for a specific occasion)

I would love to come with you.

NOTE: I prefer reading to watching TV.

I    prefer to read rather than watch TV.

I would prefer to read rather than watch TV.

2 Other verbs take both the gerund and the infinitive,but have different meanings in each case: 
1 remember+gerund :remember sth that happened in the past

She’ll always remember meeting Sean Connery.

remember+ infinitive with to:remember to do sth in the future

Remember  to pick up some fish for today’s lunch.

2 forget+gerund:forget sth that happened in the past.

I’ll never forget seeing him dance.

Forget+infinitive with to:forget sth you must do

Don’t forget to post these letters on your way to work.

3 stop+gerund: stop an action completely

He’s stopped smoking.(=He doesn’t smoke anymore.)

stop+ infinitive with to: stop (doing) sth in order to do sth else.

He stopped to ask the way.

NOTE:The car needs washing.(=The car needs to be washed.)

                          EXERCISES

1 Fill in the infinitive with “to” or the gerund.

1. I had a lot of difficulty in _______________ a suitable employee. FIND

2. _____________ is very bad for your health.                                       SMOKE

3. We stopped____________ the ship leave the harbour and then continued WATCH

4. I’ll never forget_____________ Julia Roberts.                            MEET

5. Would you like ______________ us for dinner tonight?         JOIN

6. He refused _____________________ it with us.                         DISCUSS

2 Choose the correct answer.

The next time you decide [1] visit/to visit London,you should [2] take/ to take time to visit the rest of England.Why not [3] hire/hiring a car? Imagine [4] driving/ to drive through the beautiful English countryside.You’d enjoy [5] to see/ seeing the different styles of churches and houses.You definitely shouldn’t miss [6] to have/having lunch in one of the traditional pubs on the way.
TRANSFORMATIONS:Complete the second sentence using the word given so that it has a similar meaning to the first.Use between two and five words,including the word given.

1 I like to watch TV.

enjoy

I ____________________ TV.

2 I want to talk to you now.

like

I ____________________ to you now.

3 He doesn’t drink coffee anymore.

stopped

He has_______________________ coffee.

4 He wants to eat out tonight and not cook.

prefer

He__________________________ out tonight rather than cook.

5 We should wash the car,shouldn’t we?

needs

The car _________________________,doesn’t it?
