                                                 ARTICLES

Indefinite article-a/an

We use a before a consonant sound.

a book,a university,a euro,a European country

We use an before a vowel sound.

an orange,an hour,an honest person,an unusual car 

We use a/an in phrases like:

two euros a kilo,fifty miles an hour,twice a week

Note:We do not use a/an before uncountable nouns.
We do not say a weather,a traffic,a progress,an equipment,an advice.

Definite article-the

We use the before:

1. names of rivers(the Amazon),seas(the Caspian Sea),oceans(the Atlantic Ocean),deserts(the Sahara Desert)

2. names of hotels(the Hilton),ships(the Titanic),cinemas(the Odeon),theatres(the Palace Theatre),museums(the Louvre)

3. names of countries in the plural(the United States),mountain ranges(the Alps),groups of islands(the Bahamas),families(the Browns)

4. names of musical instruments(the guitar) or inventions(the television)
5. names of newspapers(the Observer)
6. something unique(the sun,the Parthenon)
7. plural nationality names which do not end in –s.
the British,the Chinese,the French BUT:(the)Greeks,(the)Americans

NOTE:The/A dog is a friendly animal.OR:Dogs are friendly animals.

We do not use the before:

1.names of streets(Oxford Street),squares(Times Square),parks(Hyde Park)

2.names of mountains(Everest),lakes(Ontario),islands(Cyprus),cities(Athens),countries(Spain)in the singular.
3.names of meals(breakfast,lunch,dinner),games(tennis),colours(blue)

4.means of transport after the word “by”(by car/bus/taxi/plane)

5.languages(French):I speak French.BUT:The French language is very difficult.

NOTE:1)We do not use the when we speak generally.

Tigers live in Asia.Sugar is bad for yoy.I like fruit/apples.

BUT:I didn’t like the fruit/apples that you bought (specific)

2)We never say:go to the school/the church/the prison/the hospital/the bed

PRACTISE

A.Fill in a,an or the where necessary.

1___________breakfast is ready.Hurry up.

2He was driving at ten miles_______ hour.

3We stayed at________Ritz,one of the best hotels.

4.________cat is an independent animal.

5.My house  faces________Atlantic Ocean.

6.__________football is my favourite sport.

7.________Irish drink a lot of drink.

8Mr Maxwell is_____ honest man.
B.Tick if the sentence is correct or write the extra word in the space provided.

1 We walked down Queen’s Road   ___________

2The Smiths are very friendly people____________

3 I asked him for an advice because I didn’t know what to do.__________

4 Did you like the fruit Mrs Giles gave you?________

5 Do you have a guide for the Acropolis? __________

6  Every day,I travel to work by the bike.__________

7  The bananas are my favourite fruit.________

8 He went to the prison because he had robbed a bank.___________

