                                                             CONDITIONALS 

Conditional sentences have two parts:the if-clause and the main clause.

1 FIRST CONDITIONAL SENTENCES[sth possible in the present or future]:

If + simple present- will + infinitive

If they invite us, we’ll go with them.

If they don’t get lost, they’ll be here before dinner.

If it rains, we won’t have a barbecue.

-Can,may,might,etc. can sometimes replace will.

If it stays fine, we can/may/might go on a picnic.

2   SECOND CONDITIONAL SENTENCES [sth less possible in the present or future-unreal,imaginary situation]:
If + simple past – would+ infinitive

If  I won the lottery,I would buy a  big house.

If  I  had my camera with me, I   would  take some photos.

If  I  was/were  rich, I  wouldn’t work.

NOTE: 1) In 2nd type conditionals we can use were instead of was for all persons.

            2) We use If I was/were you…….to give advice.

                  If  I  was/ were you, I’d study harder.

-Could can sometimes replace would.

If we had more time, we could join a gym.

We do not use will or would after if.
If  he comes early,……….[NOT:If he will come….]

If I knew the answer,…….[NOT: If I  would know…..]

                       EXERCISES

1 Choose the correct answer.

1 If you give/gave up smoking,you would save a lot of money.

2 If it gets colder later, we  would/will  put our coats on.

3  Your writing  won’t/ wouldn’t be clear if you use that pen.

4  If you spoke French,you will/would  get the job.

5 If  I  am/were you, I would move into a larger flat.

2 Fill in the correct form of the verb given.

1 If you__________________(not have) breakfast, you will be hungry later.

2 If I were you,I________________(not eat) so much junk food.
3 I’m sure that if you sent them an e-mail,they___________________(reply).

4 If you___________________(want),I can help you with the preparations.

5 If  it____________(snow),we would go skiing.

TRANSFORMATIONS:Complete the second sentence using the word given so that it has a similar meaning to the first.Use between two and five words,including the word given.

1 In your position,I would complain about it.

   you

If____________________, I would complain about it.

2 If you don’t close the window, the rain will come in.

  If

The rain__________________________ you close the window.

3 I  don’t have time,so I’m afraid   I  can’t help you.

   Had

If I ___________________________ help you.

4 I’ll do the work on the computer,but somebody must show me how.

  If

I’ll do the work on the computer_________________________ me how.

3  THIRD CONDITIONAL SENTENCES[sth that didn’t happen in the past-hypothetical situation]:
If +past perfect – would + perfect infinitive

If  they had tried harder, they would have won the match.

-Could have/might have can sometimes replace would have.

If we had arrived earlier, we might have got her autograph.

-Other words/phrases which can be used in conditional sentences are:

unless: Unless we leave now, we ‘ll miss our flight.

              [NOT:Unless we don’t leave……]

Suppose/ supposing: Suppose/ Supposing we arrive early, who will pick us up?

on condition (that): You can come on condition (that) you book a hotel room.
as/so long as: You can stay here as/so long as you keep quiet.

in case: Buy some bread in case we want to make sandwiches.

provided (that): I’ll help you provided (that) you don’t tell anyone.

Do not use “will” or “would” after the words and phrases above.

NOTE:The verbs be ,can and have.

-If he is there,……….(1st Type)

 If he was/were there…(2nd Type)

 If he had been there…..(3rd Type)

-If he can come,….(1st Type)

 If he could come,….(2nd Type)

If he had been able to come,……..(3rd Type)
-If he has time,…..(1st Type)

 If he had time,…..(2nd Type)

 If he had had time,…..(3rd Type)

-There are also some other possible combinations of tenses ,which depend on the meaning.

If you leave milk out of the fridge, it goes bad.

If he calls,tell him to call back in an hour.

If he left on time, he will be here soon.

If he could speak Spanish,he would have got the job.

If you had been more careful,you wouldn’t be in so much trouble now.

                                 Practise

1. Complete each sentence with the correct word/phrase from the box.

as long as, on condition, in case,supposing, unless
1 _________________ you won a lot of money,would you buy a yacht?
2 I’ll come____________________ that you let me bring Tony.

3 You won’t win a medal_________________________ you train hard.

4 Take your credit card___________________ you want to buy something.

5  I’ll tell you _______________ you don’t tell Angela.

2 Complete the conditional sentences with the correct form of the verb.

1 If you see him, please ___________________(give) him my regards.

2 If you ________________(be) more careful, you wouldn’t have crashed the car.

3 If I  work on the computer for long, I _____________________________(get) a headache.

4 I ____________________(not pass) my driving test if you hadn’t helped me.
5 If you_________________(ask) me earlier, I would have helped you.

6 We would have enjoyed ourselves more if we_____________________(have) the right equipment with us.
TRANSFORMATIONS:Complete the second sentence using the word given so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence.Use between two and five words,including the word given.

1  It might pour down later,so wear your boots.

    case

Wear your boots_____________________ down later.

2 I didn’t set my alarm clock, so I  overslept.

   If

I  wouldn’t have overslept____________________ my alarm clock.

3 If you don’t feel well enough, don’t go to work.

Unless

Don’t go to work _________________ well enough.

4 I’ll lend you the money if you promise to give it back soon.

Long

I’ll lend you the money________________________ to give it back soon.

5 I didn’t send you a present because I didn’t know it was your anniversary.

Would

 If I had known it was your anniversary,I______________________ you a present.
