                              MODALS I 
1  CAN, COULD, BE ABLE TO
   Present                                  past                            future

  Can                                   could                      -

OR: be able to                  was able to            will be able to

I  can swim very well. [ability]

He could/was able to play the piano when he was five.[general ability in the past].

BUT: only was able to is used in the affirmative to say that someone managed to do something in a particular situation.
The door was stuck ,but he was able to get out.[NOT:….he could get out.]

However, could and was able to can both be used in negative sentences.

She tried to get in the car,but she couldn’t/ wasn’t able to open the door.

- Can / Could I use your fax machine? [ permission].

Yes, you can ./ No, you can’t.{NOT: Yes, you could./No, you couldn’t.}
2 MUST, HAVE TO
Present                          past                      future
Must                                 -                             -

OR:have to                      had to                   will have to

· We must follow his advice.                {  obligation, duty or}

· You must see this play.It’s great.       { necessity                 }

· You mustn’t park here. {prohibition} (It is forbidden to park…….).

· He’s driving a Porsche.He must be rich.( I’m sure he is rich.) {NOT: He can be rich.}

· I can’t find my keys.I must have left them at home.(=I’m sure I have left them at home.)
· NOTE: He’s driving a Porsche.He can’t be poor.(=I’m sure he isn’t poor.){NOT:He mustn’t be poor.}

Practice.Choose the correct answer.

1. It was dark, but she could/ was able  to find her way.

2. Could I leave early today? No, I’m afraid you can’t/ couldn’t.

3. You will must / have to visit him tomorrow.

4. Robert mustn’t/ can’t be in France.I saw him only this morning.

5. Will/ Can you be able to carry all those bags by yourself?

6. He can/ must be at home.His car is in the garage.

TRANSFORMATIONS:Complete the second sentence using the word given so that it has a similar meaning to the first.Use between two and five words, including the word given.

1 She was so poor that she couldn’t pay her electricity bill.

Able

She was so poor that she ________________ her electricity bill.

2 Must I go to bed now?

Have

Do I ________________ to bed now?

3 It isn’t necessary for them to decide today.

Not
They______________________ today.

4 You are not allowed to walk on the grass.

Must

You ___________________ on the grass.
