                                                   UNREAL PAST
1 We use the simple past to express a wish,regret,desire,opinion,etc. about the present or future with the following:

1 wish

I wish I knew. I wish he were here.

NOTE:We can use were instead of was in all persons.

2 If only

 If only we didn’t live in the centre.

3 It’s time OR:It is about/high time

It’s time you went to bed.

OR: It’s time for you to go to bed.

It’s about/ high time you called her.

[NOT: It’s about/high time for you to call her.]
It’s time (for us) to leave. [NOT: It’s time we leave.]

4 I would rather + different subject

I’d rather you didn’t stay out so late.

5 If [2nd conditional]

If he worked harder, he would get a promotion.

NOTE:

I  wish +subject + would +infinitive is used to express a wish that someone’s behavior  or a situation will change.

I wish you would stop smoking.

I wish it wouldn’t rain so much.

COMPARE:

I  wish I went to the theatre more often.

(=in general)

I wish I was going to the theatre tonight.

(=for a specific occasion)

2  We use the past  perfect to express a wish, regret, desire, opinion, etc. about the past with the following:
1 wish

I wish you had remembered my birthday.

2 If only

If only I hadn’t lost my keys.

3 I would rather + different subject

I’d rather you had paid the bill yesterday.

4 If [ 3rd conditional]

If he had closed the window, the cat wouldn’t have got out.

                         Practice

1 Fill in the simple past or the simple past perfect.

1 It’s time you__________________(find) a job.

2 I’d rather you _____________________(not invite) Carol to your party next week.

3 He wishes he _____________________(not go) abroad before finishing university.

4 If only he ___________________(tell) her earlier.

5 If I _____________________(be) here, I would have told you how to do it.

6 I wish I________________(speak) German fluently.

2 Choose the correct answer.

1 I wish it_____________. I’d love to go skiing.

  a snow     b would snow

2 It’s high time ____________ me the truth.

  a  you told   b for you to tell

3 If he _______________ near me, we would have  lunch together more often.

a  worked     b had worked

4 I wish he _______________ to the concert with us tonight.

a came       b were coming

5 I’d rather they ____________ before they came to visit.

a  called    b had called

TRANSFORMATIONS:Complete the second sentence using the word given so that it has a similar meaning to the first.Use between two and five words ,including the word given.

1 It’s a pity Sally didn’t get the job.

Only

If __________________________ the job.

2 David really should admit his mistake.

High
It’s ______________________ his mistake.

3 John regrets not learning to speak a foreign language.

Wishes

John __________________________ to speak a foreign language.

4 It annoys me that you leave the door unlocked every time you go out.

Would

I _______________________________ the door unlocked every time you go out.

5 I would prefer Lisa to send the fax herself.

Rather

I ________________________________the fax herself.

