                                                         PASSIVE VOICE I [be + past participle]
1 We use the passive voice to emphasize the action rather than the person or thing that did it. If we want to say who or what did the action, we use by.We form the passive voice with the verb to be in the appropriate tense and the past participle of the main verb.

Active Voice: Shakespeare wrote Macbeth.

Passive Voice: Macbeth was written by Shakespeare.

2 SIMPLE TENSES

Simple  Present:  am/is/are

Simple  Past:        was/were
Simple Future:     will be                                         +  Past Participle

Simple Present Perfect: have/has been

Simple Past Perfect:  had been

Simple Future Perfect: will have been

3  PROGRESSIVE TENSES

Present Progressive:   am/is/are being                   + Past Participle

Past  Progressive :      was/ were being    

NOTE:  The rest of the progressive tenses are not normally used in the passive.

4 MODALS

must

can

could

may/ might                 +  be  +  Past Participle

should

ought to

would

The  door should be locked.

The fax must be sent now.

The machine can’t be fixed today.

5 GOING TO

going to + be + past participle

The stadium is going to be built next year.

6  IMPERATIVE

Send this e-mail now!                         This e-mail  must/ should be sent now!

Don’t touch this switch!                      This switch mustn’t/ shouldn’t be touched!

7  Passive voice questions

Does John repair cars?                 Are cars repaired by John?

What did they steal?                    What was stolen?

Who wrote this poem?                 Who was this poem written by?

                                                          OR: By whom was this poem written?

                                  PRACTISE

1 Rewrite the sentences using the passive voice.

1 They are going to paint the school soon.

__________________________________________
2 Someone will have typed the letter by then.

_____________________________________.

3 What did they say about her?

________________________________.

4  Do they sell phonecards here?

_____________________________________.

5  Send the present today !

__________________________.

6   Someone ought to repair the damage.

_____________________________________.

2  Fill in the correct passive structure.

1 The work___________________( not finish) tomorrow, I’m afraid.

2 At ten o’ clock yesterday morning, the curtains______________________(dry-clean).At eleven o’clock ,they were ready.

3 By the time we arrived, the food____________already_________________.(serve)

4 Who _____________ this book______________(write) by?

5 The exhibition _____________________(organize) at the moment.

6 ____________the children_______________(tell) yet?

TRANSFORMATIONS: Complete the second sentence using the word given so that it has a similar meaning to the first.Use between two and five words, including the word given.
1  They haven’t told her yet.

not

She_____________________________ yet.

2 It’s possible to pay the bill by cheque.

can

The  bill_________________________by cheque.

3 They are building a new block of flats in the neighbourhood.

Is

A new block of flats_______________________________ in the neighbourhood.

4 “Who broke my glasses?” she asked.

were

“Who_______________________________?” she asked.

5 No one should touch the display case.

not

The display case_________________________ anyone.

6 Did they say what Mark took?

by

Did they say _______________________________ Mark?

